FADE | N:
I NT. GYM - EARLY MORNI NG

NI KE'S POUND on the indoor running track. Harder and faster
t hey run.

Finally, pausing to take her pulse, MRIAM(MM) ROSS (30s)
wal ks in her cool down. Two or three other runners pass
her. She nods to them

Attractive and in great shape, she doesn't |ook |ike the
corporate executive that she is. Her blond hair is swept up
into a pony tail. She wears designer shorts and exudes noney.

MUSCLE MAN wor ki ng out with wei ghts WH STLES.

MUSCLE MAN
Hey, baby. Wanna punp sonet hi ng
wth ne.

Mm glares at him but before she says anythi ng, BEVERLY,
her assistant and best friend, holds her back.

BEVERLY
He didn't mean anyt hing.

MM
| don't |ike being called 'baby."'

BEVERLY
You're wasting your time, Mm. You
need to dunp Teddy and give sone
decent guys a chance.

M m | ooks back toward her friend.

M M
You' ve been tal king to ny nother
agai n.
(grimaces)
BEVERLY

Wiy do you even like the guy? He's
an asshol e.

M M
He's anbitious, strong, handsone and --
and he know ne.

BEVERLY
(grimaces)
| know you, too. That doesn't nean
you're in love with ne.
( MORE)



BEVERLY ( CONT' D)
That man has bl inded you.
(sigh)
Let's hit the showers. You' ve got a
meeting wth Spencer at 9:30. And
yes, he's avail abl e.

MM
Did | ask?

The two wonen head toward the showers.
| NT. WOMEN S LOCKER ROOM - SHOWERS

Wat er streans over the wonen's heads

BEVERLY
You going to the signing tonight?
M M
Wuldn't mss it. | wanted Theodore

to take ne, but you know him al ways
busy when I need him One of these
days Theodore's going to want ne and
|"mnot going to be there.

BEVERLY
One of these days, you're going to
wake up and realize that he needs
you nore than you need him

| NT. DANI EL' S BOOKSTORE --BOOK ENDS- MORNI NG

DANNY TARLOW (30s) woul d probably win top Geek if there was

a contest. Conplete with taped gl asses and a pocket
protector, he strolls into the book shop with his paper |unch
bag.

He's greeted by CLAI RE ALDER, his assistant manager, already
rest ocki ng shel ves.

CLAI RE
So? Howd it go last night?
DANNY
(shrugs)
How do you think?
(sighs)
Dad's right. |'m hopel ess.
CLAI RE

A hopel ess romanti c.

GOLDIE, a brindle cat wal ks across the desk where Danny has
seated hinmself. He reached out to pet her.



DANNY
If I get set ne up with another blind
date, I'mgoing to join the church

and becone a priest.
(bot h 1 augh)
"' m beginning to think that Goldie
is going to be nmy only | ove.
The cat PURRS and rubs her head agai nst Danny's hand.

CLAI RE
Her e.

She hol ds out the new issue of Playboy.

He gl ances at the cover, but doesn't pick it up.

DANNY
You think I'd want that kind of girl?
CLAI RE
(1 aughs)
Check out the advisor. It couldn't

hurt.

He shakes his head puts the issue on the far side of his
desk. He picks up Dickens diver Tw st.

DANNY
This is what 1'mgoing to read at
t he school tonight.

The phone RINGS. Danny picks it up.

DANNY ( CONT' D)
Book Ends-- -
(dej ect ed)
Ch. Hi, Dad. Nope. Struck out
agai n.

| NT. BOARD ROOM COF S| LVERSTONE PUBLI SHI NG - MORNI NG

Totally transformed fromthis norning, Mm sits at the head
of the table. Her hair is up in a tight bun and she wears a
bl ack power suit and Prada gl asses.

Beverly sits behind her, taking notes.

It's clear fromthe posters and displays that this is a

mul ti medi a publishing house. Menbers of the board are seated
around the table.

Anmong the board nenbers at the table is THEODORE J. MCGRATH
a snooth as silk, slick marketing nmanager and ot her board



menbers, including LAWRENCE PI NKTON, a cl ear copy cat of
Theodor e.

M M
Al right. Let's get down to
busi ness. Anerican Publishing has
made an offer to buy our conpany.
If this were to happen Silverstone
Publ i shing woul d cease to exi st.

She gives Theodore a neani ngful | ook.

THEODORE
It makes financial sense.

BOARD MEMBER #1
Al they want is our rights and our
aut hors.

M M
We have an obligation to protect our
enpl oyees. W are running a
profitable conmpany. There is no
reason to nmerge. They need us a | ot
nore than we need them

LAVRENCE
Yes, but | ook at the anount of noney
we'd make by the sale. [I'min favor

of this nerger.

THEODORE
On the other hand, we do need to
consider the fate of the enpl oyees.
You're right as usual, Mm.

Lawr ence gi ves Theodore a questioning gl ance.

Anot her man clears his throat to speak when the board room
door opens. JUANI TA FLORES, the receptionist, discretely
steps inside and whi spers in Beverly's ear.

Beverly picks up a phone in the corner. She |listens a nonent
and then nmotions Mm forward to take the phone.

MM
Excuse ne, Gentl enen --

Theodore discretely taps Juanita's butt. She flushes, but
turns quickly away from himand | eaves the room

Mm, listening on the phone, frowns. Then she addresses
t he board.



M M ( CONT' D)
We'll have to finish this | ater.
Beverly will reschedul e.

I NT. N SHAMA NURSI NG HOME - DAY

Mm sits at the bedside of an elderly ESTHER ROSENBERG (| at e
60s) hol ding her fragile hand.

MM
Are you in a |lot of pain, Mn?

ESTHER
(brave smle)
Not nuch.

| M
VWhat did the Doctor say?

ESTHER
He said what he always says. That
daughter of yours is sone | ooker.

M M
Mot her! What did he say about you?
ESTHER
Eh. What can he say?
(shrugs)

It's check out time.

M M
No. Not yet. The Doctor wants to
run sonme nore tests at the hospital.

ESTHER
I"'mtried of all these tests. Can't
they give ne a quiz once in a while.

(pause)
So what's new with you and what's
hi s name?
M M

It's Theodore, Mdther. Yes, nother,
| know. Al you want nme to be is

happy. _
(pulls away slightly)

ESTHER
But are you happy? Maybe a Doctor?
A nice Jew sh Doctor

Mm frowns.



Esther's doctor, a dark skinned Indian, wal ks by the door
way. He waves at them Esther sm|es and waves back. She
| ooks back at her daughter.

MM
Mom he's from I ndi a.

ESTHER
So, they have Jews there.

M M
Enough.

Esther notions for her purse and takes out a card. She hands
it to her daughter.

Mm |ooks at it and gri naces.
MM (CONT' D)
My God, Mother, a Shotkin? This

isn't Fiddler on the Roof. | don't
need a nat chnmaker.

ESTHER
Coul dn't hurt. Sarah's granddaughter
went to her. She's married a doctor.

MM
He's not a doctor. He's a | awyer.

ESTHER
So...0? Ms. Hrsch will find you
sonmeone just right for you
She attenpts to give her nother back the card.
Est her shakes her head and pushes the card away.

ESTHER ( CONT' D)
Tic Tock, Tic Tock.

MM
Fi ne.

Mm stuffs the card into her purse.

| NT. THEODORE' S OFFI CE - DAY

Qoul ently appointed in contrast to the starkness of Mm's
office, Theodore stands at his wi ndow, a glass of cognac in
hi s hand as the door opens.

Juanita cones in carrying a case.



THEODORE
You have the files on all the board
menber s?

JUANI TA
Have | ever failed you?

He turns and smles at her.

He touches her cheek tenderly.

THEODORE

No, ny darling, you never have.
JUANI TA

Renmenber, you prom sed that 1'Il be

part of your new team

THEODORE
You shoul d know by now that | keep
my prom ses

JUANI TA
| know, but --

THEODORE
Once the nerger goes through, you
will get your just reward.

JUANI TA
But | thought --

THEODORE
Are you with ne?

JUANI TA
You never have to doubt ny | ove.

and | ocks the door with his free hand.

| NT. BARNES AND NOBEL TYPE BOCOKSTORE - N GHT

Then ki sses her

passi onatel y

Mm is dressed to the T as she hands her wap to the coat

cl erk.

There are patrons waiting in |ine.

Beverly conmes up with two gl asses of white w ne.

BEVERLY
So, Teddy didn't make it, did he?
You | ook fab.



MM
(shrugs nonchal antly)
He said maybe later. And don't cal
hi m Teddy. You know how he hates
it.

She takes a glass from her assistant.

BEVERLY
| know.
(grins)
Don't be like that. Let's have sone
fun.

(grabs M m's hand)
| want you to neet the author. You
| oved his book. You're going to
| ove him too.

(pulls Mm al ong)

I NT. DANI EL'S BOOKSTORE - N GHT

Danny is tidying up and returning a few books to their proper
shel ves.

CLAI RE
You got plans for the night?

DANNY
(wyly) _
Yeah. Goldie and | are going to
curl up with popcorn and watch
Casabl anca.

CLAlI RE
How many tines have you seen it?
DANNY
Three tinmes this nonth, but whose
counti ng.
CLAlI RE

You're never going to find anyone by
nmopi ng around the house.

DANNY
What's the use? |'mnever going to
find anyone. Peri od.

Hi s cell phone RINGS. Danny picks it up.

DANNY ( CONT' D)
H, D- Oh, hi Ray. 1Is everything
all right?... No. No. [I'Ill neet
you at the hospital



He hangs up.

DANNY ( CONT' D)
My dad's had a heart attack.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ER- NI GHT

CHARLI E TARLOW (| ate 60s) an ashen faced man. Hi s good | ooks
are evident even now. An IV drips into one arm an EKG
nmoni t or BEEPS overhead. He's weak. H s eyes are cl osed.

Danny comes in to find his openly gay younger brother,
RAYMOND, sitting with their father. Raynond is Cark Gable
handsonme, but very effem nate. He has everything but the
SW sh.

RAYMOND
They're waiting for a bed in ICU
Doctor's not sure if he'll nake it.

Charlie's eyes fly open.

CHARLI E
O course I'll make it. 1'mhealthy
as a horse. Besides it's just
i ndi gesti on.
(to Danny)
You think I'd | eave before | danced
at your weddi ng?

DANNY
Dad. .

CHARLI E
(shakes his head)
How two brothers could be so

different.

RAYMOND
Pops, don't bug Danny about that
now.

CHARLI E

Thirty years old and not even a
girlfriend. You, at |east, have a
boyfri end.

DANNY
Dad--1'"m fi ne.

CHARLI E
A J Date reject no |l ess and he says
he's fine. Wat am| going to do
w th you?



10.
| NT. BARNES AND NOBLE - LATER
Mm is laughing and talking with sonme of the guests.

For a nmonment, the conversation stops as all eyes turn toward
t he door where the handsonme Theodore Mcgrath and his
conpani on, a Pl ayboy playmate, wal k in.

Mm grips the glass in her hand so tightly that the stem
al nost breaks.

BEVERLY
You okay?

M m nods as she chugs her drink and picks up another.

He quickly separates fromthe girl and conmes over to Mm,
hol di ng out his hands.

THEODORE
My cousin's in town so | brought
her. 1'msorry. | forgot to ask
you.

MM
Oh.  Your cousin. That's okay.
Theodore, |I--

He | ooks into her eyes and kisses her hand. She is
mesneri zed.

Her RING NG cell phone startles her.
I NT. N SHAMA NURSI NG HOME - LATER

M m stands over the still body that was her nother. She's
still in her evening gown. Tears stream down her eyes.
MM

| should have been here.

NURSE
You coul dn't have known, M ss Ross.
None of us could have predicted it.

She seened okay this afternoon. It
happened so fast. | only hope |I go
t hat way.

M m goes to touch the cold hand.

MM
Ch, Momy.



11.
| NT. HOSPI TAL ER- NI GHT

Danny and Raynond pace in the ER | obby as they wait for the
doctors to bring them news.

DOCTOR SANCHEZ cones through the sw nging doors.

DOCTOR
l"msorry. We did all we could.

DANNY
He's gone?

Tears are in his eyes. Raynond puts his arm around his ol der
brot her's shoul ders.

| NT. HEAVENLY BUS - DAY
The trambus is filled wwth the newy depart ed.
Charlie sits on an aisle seat. He stares straight ahead.

Next to him still not quite awake and resting her head on
hi s shoul der is Esther.

There is a jostling. Esther wakes with a start and | ooks
around.

ESTHER
VWhere am | ?

CHARLI E
Where do you think you are, dd Wman?

ESTHER
This comng froman alta cocker?

She | ooks around the bus.

ESTHER ( CONT' D)
So we're all --

CHARLI E
(nods)
You got it.
ESTHER
But - -
CHARLI E
You think | have any nore answers
t han you?

She | ooks down at his hands. No ring.



12.

ESTHER
You were marri ed?

CHARLI E
Sure | was nmarried. Biggest m stake
of ny life, but | got two great
boys. See?
He poi nts down and Esther | ooks out the w ndow.
| NT. HOSPI TAL ER- NI GHT
Raynmond conforting Danny.
| NT. HEAVENLY BUS - CONTI NUOUS

Est her | ooks back at Charli e.

ESTHER
They marri ed?
CHARLI E
One is...sort of. Raynond and his
boyfriend call it a |ife partnership.
ESTHER
Oy.
CHARLI E
Danny on the other hand--
(shrugs)
ESTHER

Join the club
She points down and Charlie | eans over to | ook out the w ndow.
| NT. N SHAMA NURSI NG HOMVE - CONTI NUOUS
A sad eyed Mm is packing up her nother's things.

CHARLIE (O S.)
A real | ooker.

| NT. HEAVENLY BUS - CONTI NUOUS
Charlie turns to Esther.

CHARLI E
You think a girl like her would be
married ten tines over.

ESTHER
From your nouth to God' s ear.
( MORE)



13.

ESTHER ( CONT' D)
(m m cki ng)
This one's too fat; that one's too
ski nny.
(throws hands up)
Who knows what she wants

CHARLI E
You t hi nk maybe --

Est her gl ances down agai n.

ESTHER
Are you mushugee?

CHARLI E
Wiy not? Danny's a nench. A good
boy. Good job. Oms his own
bookstore. He even volunteers at
t he schools. And he's Jewi sh. Wat
more could a girl ask for?

| NT. SCHOCL CLASSROOM - AFTERNOON

Danny sits surrounded by a class of kids, obviously reading
to them

| NT. HEAVENLY BUS - CONTI NUOUS
Est her turns back to Charli e.

ESTHER
Mm |ikes kids, too.
(sigh)
But no. She |ikes powerful,
successful nen.

CHARLI E
So. What powerful nmen has she dated
recently?

Est her | ooks unconfort abl e.

ESTHER
Vell, there's this Theodore fell ow,
but he's a schnuck. Anyway, she's
not going to go for a bookstore clerk.

CHARLI E
Ha! You think Danny can't hold his
own. A good man beats a schnuck any
day.

ESTHER
The men M m goes for have schmaltz.



14.

CHARLI E
You want she shoul d have chi cken
fat?
Charlie sighs.
The bus stops.
VOCE (O S.)

The cl oud zone is for |oading and
unl oadi ng of passengers only ...

The passengers start to file out. Being a gentleman, Charlie
offers his hand to Esther and allows her to go first. She
nods her thanks.
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